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1995, as ‘‘Father’s Day.’’ I invite the States,
communities, and citizens of the United
States to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities that demonstrate
our deep appreciation and affection for our
fathers.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of June, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
five, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and nine-
teenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:02 a.m., June 13, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 13, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 14.

Remarks at a Memorial Service for
Les Aspin
June 13, 1995

I would like to begin by thanking all the
people who have spoken before. Each of
them has given us a little slice of the incred-
ible, complex, rich person that Les was. I
think he would have liked this service. I think
somewhere he’s saying, ‘‘Gee, I guess I did
all right.’’

I always identified with Les Aspin. We
were policy wonks. We sometimes worried
more about our workload than our waistlines.
And on occasion, we forgot that in this com-
plicated world, how things appear are some-
times almost as important as how things are.
But I will never forget that the essence of
him was truly extraordinary. And I am in
great debt to the contribution he made to
my life and to the work of this administration.

One of my favorite pictures that has been
in the press since I’ve been in office is one
of Les and I walking across the White House
lawn. I had my arm around him, and we
looked like we were deep in thought. You
know, what I was really telling him is, ‘‘You
have to stop working so hard, lose some
weight, loosen up.’’ [Laughter] If the Presi-
dency is preeminently a place of the power
of persuasion, I failed on that occasion.
[Laughter]

A friend once described Les’ idea of a va-
cation as thinking about defense in a dif-
ferent setting. [Laughter] Once when he did
take a few days off, he sent a postcard home
to his staff. On the front, there was a picture
of a beach; on the back he had scribbled,
‘‘Why are you wasting time reading post-
cards?’’

Those of us who had the privilege of being
close to Les Aspin know that he was not only
exceptionally brilliant, he was iconoclastic in
the best sense. That was a great benefit now
as we go through this period of transition
from the cold war into a new and exciting
but still troubling world.

He was always questioning the conven-
tional wisdom and always refusing to be
bound by it. He was a good teacher. I learned
a lot from him. I remember the first time
I came to see him I was the Governor of
my home State and not a candidate for Presi-
dent, a curious person. And when I left his
office after our first talk, I was utterly ex-
hausted. I thought I had finally found some-
body with 4 times the energy I have.

Through the years, I sought him out more
and more. And in 1992, he, more than any
other person, was responsible for the fact
that in our campaign we determined that
both parties would be strong on defense.

Les Aspin did a lot of different things in
a lot of different ways. He showed sophistica-
tion, and then he showed the lack of it. But,
as has been said in different ways today, ev-
eryone who really knew him never doubted
one thing, that his first and foremost concern
was to do whatever would make this country
stronger and safer and better. That is what
he cared about above all else.

As the cold war wound down, he played
a critical role as chairman of the Armed Serv-
ices Committee. But as my Secretary of De-
fense, he was finally able to put his remark-
able knowledge and passion and vision for
defense policy at work to reshape our forces
to the demands of the 21st century. The
blueprint he took the lead in drafting will
guide us into that new world. It will guide
us for decades to come. And all of us will
be in his debt.

After he left the Defense Department, we
continued to talk, and I continued to be
amazed by his incredible openness to service,
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by his incredible passion for the issues with
which we were all called upon to deal. And
he answered the call to serve again as the
head of our Foreign Intelligence Advisory
Board, a post that is not much known outside
of Washington, but is of profound impor-
tance to the future of this country. Then he
agreed to serve on the Armed Services Com-
mission on Roles and Missions. He did all
these things no matter what else was going
on in his life, no matter what had happened
to him, with incredible good humor and
grace and passionate devotion.

It has been said that true patriotism is not
short, frenzied outbursts of emotion but the
steady dedication of a lifetime. By that stand-
ard, Les Aspin was a true and remarkable
patriot who made a dramatic positive dif-
ference to the United States and all the peo-
ple who live there.

We will miss him terribly, but, as you
heard today, his legacy remains all around
us in the streets of Beloit, Racine, Kenosha,
throughout southeast Wisconsin—how he
loves that place. It will be seen in the stu-
dents and the graduates of Marquette Uni-
versity, in the men and women who wear our
uniform around the world and do more good
in conditions that are more safe and secure
because of his labor.

It also lives on, as we heard today so mov-
ingly, in the memories of those of us who
were lucky enough to have known and loved
him. He left each of us our own stock of
Les Aspin stories, guaranteed to bring a smile
to our faces and warmth to our hearts as long
as we remain on this Earth.

Well, Les is God’s servant now. And fi-
nally, finally, he is with someone with suffi-
cient energy to keep up. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:18 p.m. at St.
John’s Church.

Statement on a Nuclear Agreement
With North Korea
June 13, 1995

I welcome the agreement reached be-
tween the United States and the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea in Kuala Lumpur
on key issues related to implementation of
the US–DPRK Agreed Framework.

Achieved through close consultation with our
friends and allies in the Republic of Korea
and Japan, the agreement keeps North Ko-
rea’s dangerous nuclear facilities frozen and
confirms that the Korean Peninsula Energy
Development Organization (KEDO) will se-
lect the reactor model and prime contractor
for the light-water reactor project. At the
same time, KEDO has confirmed that both
the reactor model and prime contractor will
be South Korean.

In addressing these and other issues, to-
day’s understandings are an important step
on the road toward full implementation of
the US–DPRK Agreed Framework, which
provides the international community with
assurance against a North Korean nuclear
threat and North Korea with opportunity to
rejoin the community of nations. We also
continue to believe that the resumption of
North-South dialog is essential not only to
the full implementation of the Agreed
Framework but also to the continuing effort
to build lasting prosperity and a stable peace
on the Korean Peninsula.

Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on Affirmative Action
June 13, 1995

The Supreme Court’s decision sets a new
legal standard for judging affirmative action,
but it must not set us back in our fight to
end discrimination and create equal oppor-
tunity for all.

Despite great progress, discrimination and
exclusion on the basis of race and gender are
still facts of life in America. I have always
believed that affirmative action is needed to
remedy discrimination and to create a more
inclusive society that truly provides equal op-
portunity. But I have also said that affirma-
tive action must be carefully justified and
must be done the right way. The Court’s
opinion in Adarand is not inconsistent with
that view.

It is regrettable that already, with the ink
barely dry, many are using the Court’s opin-
ion as a reason to abandon that fight. Exag-
gerated claims about the end of affirmative
action, whether in celebration or dismay, do
not serve the interest all of us have in a re-
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